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correctly, it was their imperfect civilization, their ignorance of the means and the subjects of communication,
which thus kept them asunder. Now, on the contrary, a change in the domestic institutions of one country can
hardly be effected, without a corresponding agitation in those of its neighbours. A treaty of alliance can
scarcely be adjusted, without the intervention of a general congress. The sword cannot be unsheathed in one
part of Christendom, without thousands leaping from their scabbards in every other. The whole system is
bound together by as nice sympathies, as if animated by a common pulse; and the remotest countries of
Europe are brought into contiguity as intimate, as were in ancient times the provinces of a single monarchy.
This intimate association has been prodigiously increased, of late years, by the unprecedented discoveries
which science has made, for facilitating intercommunication. The inhabitant of Great Britain, that ultima Thule
of the ancients, can now run down to the extremity of Italy, in less time than it took Horace to go from Rome to
Brundusium. A steamboat of fashionable tourists will touch at all the places of note in the Iliad and Odyssey, in
fewer weeks than it would have cost years to an ancient Argonaut, or a crusader of the Middle Ages. Every one,
of course, travels, and almost every capital and noted watering place on the continent swarms with its
thousands, and Paris with its tens of thousands of itinerant Cockneys, many of whom, perhaps, have not
wandered beyond the sound of Bow bells, in their own little island. Few of these adventurers are so...
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