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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1906 edition. Excerpt: .continued their warlike expeditions against Viterbo, even
during the year 1232, when John of Poli was Senator. Although related to Gregory IX., the son of Richard Conti
had espoused Frederick s side, and it is scarcely probable that he had been elected with the Pope s consent. He
called himself at this time Count of Alba, having been invested with this Marsian territory by Frederick.1 The
attempt made by the Romans to render Latium subject to the Capitol deserves more attention. A new spirit
animated the Roman people. As in ancient times, in the days of Camillus and Coriolanus, they undertook
conquering expeditions against Tuscany and Latium. The Roman insignia, the ancient initials S.P.Q.R. on a red
and gold banner, and the Roman national army, formed of the citizens and the vassals of the Campagna under
the command of senators, were seen once more in the field.2 In the summer of 1232 the Romans advanced to
Montefortino in Volscian territory; the Pope, who had gone to Anagni in August, was even menaced from
beneath the walls of his ancestral city. Gregory sent three cardinals with large sums of money to the enemy s
camp, but they still continued their hostile interference with his enterprises in the Campagna.1 For Gregory IX.
was as active as Innocent III. in increasing the patrimonies of the Church. He took communes under his
protection, and demanded the oath of fealty from their podestas.2 He paid the debts of free...
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