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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1848 edition. Excerpt: . of the others, begins by causing as many of such persons to
be fed; then the portion of the gross produce, by the aid of which the superior number of labourers whom they
employ provide for their wants in manufactured articles, feeds an additional number of the persons engaged in
preparing these articles. This is what appears, by all the calculations made, to hold good, with one exception;
but that exception even becomes corroborative when we take into account the importations which feed at least
a fifth of the population of England, and which reduces to less than 60 per square kilometre the number of
individuals to whom 27 cultivators furnish the elements of subsistence. What are the effects produced on all the
fractions of the population by the different modes of rural organisation? Is it desirable that farming should only
occupy a very few families, and that other industries should employ proportionally more? On this question the
partisans of great farms have never had at doubt, nor have they hesitated to assert that the smaller number of
bands which such farms employ is their principal ground of preference. Well, this opinion embodies nothing
that does not repose on a false appreciation of facts. If the countries the least advanced only display a small
degree of industrial life and activity, it is not, as has been supposed, because agriculture occupies too many
hands; but solely because the skill and resources applicable to other...
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