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Students The cause of education, for its prosperity, depends on the interest taken in it by its friends; and when it
is thought how much all are indebted to it, it might at first seem strange, that it should ever want the
encouragement which it is in their power to give. But when we look out upon the jarring interests of
community, - the noise and strife which pervade the business world; - when we see the rush there is to
improvement, to discovery, to invention, to everything indeed that can interest the feelings, promote pecuniary
advantage, or add to the pleasures of sense, we find a satisfactory solution of the fact. Indeed we see even the
devotees of learning in danger of being turned aside by these counter influences; and any of those who are
called to mingle in these commotions, and to listen to the world s discordant harmony, may well consider
themselves fortunate, if they have never felt the paralyzing influence of these things on their love of letters. It is
then good for us to be here, - good for us thus to turn aside to commune with the days of our youth, and to
shake hands with those associations which the memory of the past will always hold dear. Were it not for
occasions like the present, we might forget the interest we have in the cause of learning, and devote ourselves
exclusively to the world. But the recurrence of these reminds us of our obligations, calls us back to our duty,
and makes us feel, that we have an alliance with society...
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