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illustrated. 1876 Excerpt: . . . un, An ash, and laburnum all golden with bloom. Tis backed by an ivy luxuriantly
evergreen, Hiding a cottage for lumber and coals, And numberless articles such as were never seen Elsewhere
between the terrestrial poles. You perceive in these rhymes there is something eccentric, And your pardon |
crave if that troubles you much, For Im partly compelled to resort to a pen-trick That twists the Queens English
almost into Dutch. If | write about daffodils, snowdrops, and pansies, Moss-roses, carnations, and purple
auriculas, And squeeze huge bouquets int a few stumpy stanzas, Then what can | do but say something
ridiculous | presume twould amuse you to see me at work On my hobby, with every conceivable implement, My
wife looking on with a smile and a smirk, The which | opine, to encourage is simply meant. For mine, you must
know, is a sensible mate, Proverbial for goodness, and taste, and civility, And knows, quite as well as King Alfred
the Great, The wisdom of work and hard-labours utility. There is that in theseliues my two friends, Dick and
Tommy, call Rather original, pleasing, and pat, And say if gou too see not where it is comical. Dullard you are,
and as blind as. 1 bat. So now, patient reader, | bid you adieu, And if this effusion you should not think capital,
Im heartily sorry, and this you may do, Drive my pastoral Muse back again to her rappit-hole! HALF-PAST
SEVEN. Im...
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