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Personal Recollections of Capt. U. E. Hicks Perhaps not one white man in five possessed a gun or fire-arm of any
kind. The game of the country was principally deer and fowl, and the Indians did most of the hunting. Governor
Isaac I. Stevens had called for several companies of volunteers, forming the 1st Regiment, to act in conjunction
with the small force of regular soldiers then stationed at the several military posts in Washington Territory, and
the volunteer forces of Oregon, for the purpose of quelling the outbreak east of the mountains, and had
proceeded in person to the hostile country, leaving Secretary C. H. Mason in charge as acting-Governor during
his absence. Maj. James Tilton, Surveyor-General of the Territory, was commissioned Adjutant General of
volunteers. A company was formed in Olympia, mounted and equipped, under command of Judge Gilmore
Hays. This company, which had pretty well drained that neighborhood of spare men, horses and guns, had
joined with the U.S. troops from Fort Steilacoom, and perhaps one or two other small companies from further
down the Sound, and were on their way over the mountains, when a runner, by the name of Bill Tidd, came in
from by the way of the Columbia river, informing the authorities at Olympia that the Oregon volunteers and
soldiers east of the mountains had driven the hostiles in towards the Nachess Pass, over or through which the
Sound troops had to pass, and were in ambush in sufficient force to scalp the entire company of whites. Tidd
was immediately dispatched with orders to Hays to return, which could only...
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