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SECTION VIII. THE ATMOSPHERICAL INFLUENCE IS
OVERLOOKED, FROM ITS OBSCURE MANNER OF OPERATION
ON THE NERVOUS SYSTEM. All the phaenomena of the animal
machine, the various functions of automatic life, of sensation, c.
depend ultimately on the nervous system. So do the diseases. No
error is more common, or more dangerous to right practice,
than that of confounding the various symptoms of disease with
the morbid state of, or influence on, the nervous system, wherein
the real disease consists. Cancer, for instance, may be regarded
as the consequence of a morbid diathesis. The various
symptoms of headach, vertigo, cutaneous eruptions, and local
diseases in general, mark a disordered state of the nervous
system, and of the digestive organs. By curing the latter by
medicines and diet, and the former by exercise, do the
symptoms subside. The question is, How far is the influence...
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