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Our hero is Turing, an interactive tutoring program and
namesake (or virtual emanation?) of Alan Turing, World War II
code breaker and father of computer science. In this unusual
novel, Turing's idiosyncratic version of intellectual history from
a computational point of view unfolds in tandem with the story
of a love affair involving Ethel, a successful computer executive,
Alexandros, a melancholy archaeologist, and Ian, a charismatic
hacker. After Ethel (who shares her first name with Alan Turing's
mother) abandons Alexandros following a sundrenched idyll on
Corfu, Turing appears on Alexandros's computer screen to
unfurl a tutorial on the history of ideas. He begins with the
philosopher-mathematicians of ancient Greece -- "discourse,
dialogue, argument, proof.can only thrive in an egalitarian
society" -- and the Arab scholar in ninth-century Baghdad who
invented algorithms; he moves on to many other topics,
including cryptography and artificial intelligence, even
economics and developmental biology. (These lessons are later
critiqued amusingly and developed further in postings by a
fictional newsgroup in the book's afterword.) As Turing's
lectures progress, the lives of Alexandros, Ethel, and Ian
converge in dramatic fashion, and...
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R eviews

The ebook is fantastic and great. I am quite late in start reading this one, but better then never. I am just pleased to
inform you that this is the greatest book i have got study inside my personal daily life and could be he best pdf for at
any time.
-- Miss Sha ny Tillm a n     

An exceptional ebook along with the typeface employed was intriguing to see. It really is simplistic but surprises within
the fifty percent of the ebook. It is extremely difficult to leave it before concluding, once you begin to read the book.
-- B r ia n Miller    
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