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And thus we dont have a perspective. I guess I have to be a little bit personal here, but the FBI has traditionally
been run by people of great firmness and great self-certainty. And theres nothing that comes down more
quickly through the ranks than that characteristic. My question to you simply is this. Over the months this Com-
mittee has become much more familiar in our oversight responsibil-ities - but just from other aspects, too - of
the DNI coming in, Ad-miral McConnell and the CIA and the DIA and others. And then theyll come in informally,
theyll come in formally. We have a kind of a relationship with them which nourishes candor and mutual trust.
We dont have that with the FBI. You know, theres the annual threat briefing, which is one of the relatively few
times that we see the Director of the FBI. Thats held in this room - lots of very broad statements made. And so
when the Chairman was talking about the lack of languages, in 9 years what kind of improvement, what was
also in my statement, you know, your career can depend upon what you do or dont do. Well, thats true in the
CIA and the DIA and other places. But it seems to be truer in the FBI than in most other places. And I think risk
aversion, therefore, is more likely to be the result. That does not lead to the kind of aggressiveness with respect
to...
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